DOCTRINE  OF  NECESSITY ACCORDING TO  MARX
because the people believed in this right, that some nations
attained their unity; in those cases, however, in which
the obstacles, the power of those who were opposed to
this unity, proved insuperable even to the courage and
the energy bred from belief, the nations did not obtain it.
Nearly all the discoveries and interpretations set
forth by adherents of the theory are of a similar kind.
" The predominance of the middle classes ", says Cunow,
" which began in the seventeenth century, was a his-
torical necessity, an inevitable stage of transition through
which the evolution of society had to pass." x Un-
doubtedly ! For all dominations which ever existed,
were historical necessities, and every stage in the evolu-
tion of society was an inevitable one, through which it
had to pass in order to reach the next beyond. That
follows ex definitione. Yet the only proof of this neces-
sity is furnished by the fact that the predominance of
the middle class was realised. The historian's task is
to investigate why and how this predominance arose at
this particular time, and why it was complete and had
full sway in some countries and not in others, and why
it was realised earlier in some countries and later in
others.
The problem is different when the future is in ques-
tion. History is the science of the past, it is not con-
cerned with the future. Yet, according to the materialist
conception of history, the next stage that, of necessity
and inevitably, follows on middle-class domination, is
socialism. This necessity, however, is not capable of
proof. A socialist system has indeed been established
in a vast territory, but this was the region in which the
" necessary " previous stage of middle-class predomio-
1 Cunow, op* rit. voL i. p. 87.
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